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To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve the assistance provided
by the Department of Veterans Affairs to women veterans, to improve
health care furnished by the Department, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JUNE 19, 2012
Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. TESTER, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. SANDERS, and Ms.
MigULSKI) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and re-
ferred to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
DECEMBER 13, 2012
Reported by Mrs. MURRAY, with an amendment and an amendment to the
title

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve the
assistance provided by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to women veterans, to improve health care furnished

by the Department, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 twes of the Unated States of America in Congress assembled,
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SEG: 3: CEARIFICATION THAT FERTILITY COUNSELING AND

TREATMENT ARE MEDICAL SERVICES WHICH
THE SECRETARY MAY FURNISH TO VET-
ERANS LIKE OTHER MEDICAL SERVICES.

SEC. 4. REPRODUCTIVE TREATMENT AND CARE DELIVERY
FOR SPOUSES AND SURROGATES OF VET-
ERANS:

“$1787. Reproductive treatment and care for spouses
and surrogates of veterans

of assisted reproductive teehnoloes to a spotse oF surro-

eate of a severely wonnded veteran who has an mfertthty
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SEC. 6. MODIFICATION OF PILOT PROGRAM ON COUN-
SELING IN RETREAT SETTINGS FOR WOMEN
VETERANS NEWLY SEPARATED FROM SERV-
ICE IN THE ARMED FORCES.

seetion fed of section 203 of the Carecivers and Veterans

Ioeations" and inserting =14 oeations"

stielt section bsoamended by steiking 2-vear” and insert-

SEG:. 7 PILOT PROGRAMS ON ASSISTANCE FOR CHILD

CARE FOR CERTAIN VETERANS.
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Women Veterans and

24 Other Health Care Improvements Act of 2012”".
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SEC. 2. CLARIFICATION THAT FERTILITY COUNSELING AND

TREATMENT ARE MEDICAL SERVICES WHICH
THE SECRETARY MAY FURNISH TO VETERANS
LIKE OTHER MEDICAL SERVICES.

Section 1701(6) of title 38, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following new subpara-
graph:

“(H) Fertility counseling and treatment,
meluding treatment using assisted reproductive
technology.”.

SEC. 3. REPRODUCTIVE TREATMENT AND CARE FOR
SPOUSES AND SURROGATES OF VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL—Subchapter VIII of chapter 17 of
title 38, Unated States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“§ 1788. Reproductive treatment and care for spouses
and surrogates of veterans

“la) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall furnish fer-
tility counseling and treatment, including through the use
of assisted reproductive technology, to a spouse or surrogate
of a severely wounded, ill, or mmjured veteran who has an
wfertility condition incurred or aggravated in line of duty
m the active military, naval, or aiwr service and who s en-
rolled in the system of annual patient enrollment estab-
lished under section 1705(a) of this title if the spouse or

surrogate and the veteran apply jointly for such counseling
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and treatment through a process prescribed by the Sec-
retary.

“(b) COORDINATION OF CARE FOR OTHER SPOUSES
AND SURROGATES.—In the case of a spouse or surrogate
of a veteran not described in subsection (a) who 1is seeking
Sertility counseling and treatment, the Secretary may co-
ordinate fertility counseling and treatment for such spouse
or surrogate.

“(c) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section shall be
construed to require the Secretary to find or certify a surro-
gate for a veteran or to connect a surrogate with an injured
veteran.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections at
the beginning of chapter 17 of such title is amended by in-
serting after the item relating to section 1787 the following

new item:

“1788. Reproductive treatment and care for spouses and surrogates of velerans.”.
SEC. 4. ADOPTION ASSISTANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL—Subchapter VIII of chapter 17 of
title 38, Unated States Code, as amended by section 3, 1is
Jurther amended by adding at the end the following new
section:

“§ 1789. Adoption assistance

“la) IN GENERAL—The Secretary wmay pay an
amount, not to exceed the limitation amount, to assist a
covered veteran in the adoption of one or more children.

*S 3313 RS
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1 “(b) COVERED VETERAN.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, a covered veteran is any severely wounded, ill, or in-
Jured veteran who—

“(1) has an infertility condition incurred or ag-

gravated wn line of duty in the active military, naval,

2

3

4

5

6 or air service; and

7 “(2) 1s enrolled in the system of annual patient
8 enrollment established under section 1705(a) of this
9 title.

10 “(c) LIMITATION AMOUNT.—For purposes of this sec-

11 tion, the limitation amount is the amount equal to the lesser

12 of—

13 “(1) the cost the Department would incur if the
14 Secretary were to provide a covered veteran with one
15 cycle of in vitro fertilization, as determined by the
16 Secretary; and

17 “(2) the cost the Department would incur by
18 paying the expenses of three adoptions by covered vet-
19 erans, as determined by the Secretary.”.

20 (b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections at

21 the beginning of chapter 17 of such title, as amended by
22 section 3, 1s further amended by inserting after the item

23 relating to section 1788 the following new item:

“1789. Adoption assistance.”.
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SEC. 5. REPORT ON PROVISION OF FERTILITY COUNSELING

AND TREATMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Fach year, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall submit to the Commattee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Commattee on Veterans’ Af-
Jairs of the House of Representatives a report on the fertility
counseling and treatment furnished by the Department of
Veterans Affairs during the year preceding the submittal
of the report.

(b) ELEMENTS.—FEach report submitted under sub-
section (a) shall include, for the period covered by the re-
port, the following:

(1) The number of veterans who received fertility
counseling or treatment furnished by the Department
of Veterans Affairs, disaggregated by era of military
service of such veterans.

(2) The number of spouses and surrogates of vet-
erans who recewed fertility counseling or treatment
Jurnished by the Department.

(3) The cost to the Department of furnishing fer-
tility counseling and treatment, disaggregated by cost
of services and administration.

(4) The average cost to the Department per re-
ciprent of such counseling and treatment.

(5) In cases in which the Department furnished
fertility treatment through the use of assisted repro-

*S 3313 RS
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ductwe technology, the average number of cycles per

person furnished.

(6) A description of how fertility counseling and
treatment services of the Department are coordinated
with similar services of the Department of Defense.

SEC. 6. REGULATIONS ON FURNISHING OF FERTILITY
COUNSELING AND TREATMENT AND ADOP-
TION ASSISTANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 540 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall prescribe requlations—

(1) on the furnishing of fertility treatment to
veterans using assisted reproductive technology;

(2) to carry out section 1788 of title 38, United
States Code, as added by section 3; and

(3) to carry out section 1789 of such title, as
added by section 4.

(b) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, during the period beginning on the date of the
enactment of this Act and ending on the date on which the
Secretary prescribes requlations under subsection (a), the
Secretary may not furnish—

(1) to any veteran, any fertility treatment using

assisted reproductive technology;

*S 3313 RS
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(2) any fertility counseling or treatment under
section 1788 of title 38, Unated States Code, as added
by section 3; or
(3) any assistance under section 1789 of such

title, as added by section 4.

SEC. 7. COORDINATION WITH DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
ON FURNISHING OF FERTILITY COUNSELING
AND TREATMENT.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall coordinate the
Jurnishing of fertility counseling and treatment by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs with the furnishing of fertility
counseling and treatment by the Department of Defense.

Amend the title so as to read: “A bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to improve the reproductive as-
sistance provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs
to severely wounded, ill, or injured veterans and their

spouses, and for other purposes.”.
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